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Dear readers, 
 
It has been quite a busy time for MGCAANA since our 
last newsletter. MGCAANA celebrated its 15th Annual 
General Meeting and Dinner in Connecticut on the 25th 
of May 2019. The AGM was a memorable event with 
the presentation of the last years annual report, 
financial report and the appointing of the new BOD for 
the year 2019/2020. It was also a time of renewing old 
friendships and forming new ones. Many of the families 
of the Alumna were present and made the event a great 
success. There were fund raising events and generous 
donations were made for MGCAANA. Enjoy the 
photographs attached in this newsletter of the AGM!  
 
Take care, 
 
Maya Puwath Newsletter Committee 

Na paresam vilomani 

na paresam katakatam 

attanova avekkheyya 

katani akatani ca. . 

 

 

 

ñOne should not consider 

the faults of others, nor their 

doing or not doing good or 

bad deeds. One should 

consider only whether one 

has done or not done good 

or bad deeds.ò 
 

 Dhammapada (Verse 50) 

Poson Full Moon Poya 
Day 
June 27, 2019 
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MGCAANA held its 15th AGM & Dinner in Hartford Connecticut on Saturday, 
May 25th, 2019. The event was a great success and a memorable experience 
for all who attended. There were fourteen Mayans along with their families. 
The meeting took place at Hartford University. A special thanks go to Dr. 
Hashini  Mohottala and the Mayans from Connecticut for hosting and 
organizing both the AGM and Dinner dance and a special thanks to Hartford 
University for providing the venue for no charge. At the meeting, MGCAANA 
appointed their new BOD and executive committee. 
  
After the meeting, all the members and their family held to the dinner venue 
which was decorated by Husbands of our host and fellow Mayans in 
Connecticut. Our lovely organizer did a great job planning the event; in fact, 
this year, we were accompanied by a lovely DJ and a photographer who came 
to the event on their own time; I thank them on behalf of MGCAANA. The 
dinner dance was a success with a lot of laughs, dances, and pictures.  
  
Thank you, all our members, for a lovely year. Looking forward to another 
great year. Enjoy the pictures of AGM and Dinner dance.  
  
Sincerely,  
Berlini Narampanawe, 
Outgoing President of MGCAANA (2018-2019) 

15th Annual General Meeting (AGM) & Dinner of Mahamaya DƛǊƭǎΩ 
College Alumnae Association in North America 

 A big thank you to the following members for attendance!!! 

Amali Alawatta 
Kalinka Dissanayake 
Nirupa Dissanayake 
Senali Dissanayake 
Vajeera Dorabawila 

Anjani Golpotthawela 
Devi Gunesekara 
Rukshika Hewawasam 
Taroshini Kasturiarachchi 
Hashini Mohottala 

Berlini Narampanawe 
Preeni Sadanayaka 
Vindya Thilakarathne 
Chandima Weerakkody 
Savithri Weerasooriya 



Annual General Meeting (AGM) 



Annual General Meeting (AGM) Dinner 



Dear Mayan community, 
 
It has been a great honor to address you as the newly elected president of the 
Mahamaya Girls' College Alumnae Association in North America (MGCAANA) 
for the term 2019-2020. First and foremost, I would like to thank the pioneers 
of our organization, past board of directors (BOD) and all the past and current 
members for their contribution. I would also like to specially thank all the 
members who attended and whose help were paramount in organizing the 
recent AGM which was held in Connecticut.  
 
Since the birth of MGCAANA in 2005, we have accomplished so much in 
providing scholarships, donating for charity and supporting our community in 
numerous ways which has also led to our own personal growth and a strong 
bond among our Mayan sisters as well. For the new term, I and the new BOD, 
are looking forward to working together with all the dedicated and strong 
ladies of MGCAANA to reach our goals as a group. We will be committed in 
continuing worthy causes, doing much more for the betterment of our school 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέΣ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
great Mayan legacy! 
 
Sincerely, 
Senali  Dissanayake 
Incoming President of MGCAANA (2019-2020) 

New Board of Directors and Officers 

Board of Directors 
Å Amali Alawatta 
Å Senali Dissanayake 
Å Devi Gunasekara (nee Subasinghe) 
Å Hashini Mohottala 
Å Berlini Narampanawe 
Å Shalini Wijeratne 

Officers 
President:  Senali Dissanayake 
Vice President: Amali Alawatta 
Secretary: Berlini Narampanawe 
Treasurer: Devi Gunasekara 
Web Master: Berlini 
Narampanawe 



Q: Please tell us a bit about your experience while at Mahamaya. How was it like, and what kind of 

activities were you involved in while studying there? 

 

A: In my time at Mahamaya Girlôs college, I have been serving as a Little Friend, a Guide and a 

Senior Guide respectively until I graduated. I was a member of the chess team, primary western 

band and many societies under the shade of my alma mater. Moreover, during my school life, I won 

certificates in Olympiad Mathematics competition and Australian National Chemistry quiz. Iôm proud 

to say that as a Mayan, I have hoisted her banner in both educational and extracurricular aspects.  

The Interview 

In this segment, the Maya Puwath team sits down with a MGCAANA member to hear about what they are up to these days, 

their experience with MGCAANA, and any advice and tips they would like to share with our readers. E-mail  

mahamaya_alumnae@yahoo.com if you would like to be interviewed by the Maya Puwath team or if you know of a MGCAANA 

member you would like featured in ñThe Interviewò.  

Q: Senali, congratulations on recently 

becoming the President of MGCAANA! 

Since you are fairly new to MGCAANA, 

tell us a bit about who you are, for 

fellow MGCAANA members to get to 

know a bit about you. 

 

A: Hi, thank you for nominating me and 

trusting me on this responsibility! I was so 

excited when I first heard about 

MGCAANA and now that being able to 

actively participate, Iôm feeling very lucky 

and humbly honored. I was fortunate and 

blessed to be a daughter of mother 

Mahamaya for my entire school life. After 

leaving my alma mater, I got selected to 

University of Peradeniya (UOP) where I 

specialized in physics. After graduation I 

worked as a teaching assistant at UOP 

and then as a temporary lecturer in Uwa 

wellassa university. Then I received a 

fellowship to pursue my higher studies in 

the USA and I have been here for almost 

3 years. I am currently a graduate student 

in the department of physics at Wesleyan 

University in Connecticut. As a physicist, 

Iôm working on terahertz spectroscopy to 

characterize semiconductors in order to 

enhance the efficiency of solar cells. 
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